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BXTEACTS FEOM THE LETTEE-BOOK OF SAMUEL 
EHOADS, JE., OF PHILADELPHIA. 

BY HENRY D. BIDDLE. 

"Philadelphia June 5 th 1762. 
" Friend Charles Ford 

" I am a young man just entering into Business — have 
occasion for such Goods as were formerly ship'd by thee to 
my late master Francis Rawle, & being inform'd of thy in- 
clination to continue a correspondence with such as may 
succeed him in the Business have therefore made free to 
inclose a small order for sundry Goods which I desire may 
be ship'd as soon as possible — getting them insured. I hope 
the correspondence will be maintain'd to mutual advantage, 
as I hope to be served as my late master was, & shall allways 
endeavour to make my remittance in season — shall send thee 
a Bill in part by the next opp ty & 

" Remain thy Frd. 

" S. Rhoads jun b ." 1 

" Philad a Octob' 6. 1763. 
" Respected Friend 
" Rich d Heave 
" Above is a copy of my last ■$. packet since w oh I reed thy 
Favour dated June 3 rd acquainting me with an omission of a 
parcel of Shalloons. . . . 

" As I am about closing my accounts with several with 

1 The writer of these letters, Samuel Ehoads, usually styled " the 
younger," was the son of Samuel Bhoads, who was mayor of Philadel- 
phia in 1774. They are extracted from his first Letter- Book. He was 
born in 1740, and married, June 27, 1765, Sarah, daughter of Israel 
Pemberton. His children were Mary, died unmarried October 25, 1788 ; 
Elizabeth, who married Samuel W. Fisher, and died February 22, 1796, 
leaving four children ; and Samuel, who married Mary Drinker, and 
died June 8, 1810, also leaving four children. He died December 14, 
1784, and letters testamentary on his estate were granted to his widow, 
Sarah, and brother-in-law, Thomas Franklin, December 31, 1784. 
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whom I have dealt with, and Intend to confine myself more 
with thee, must desire thy quickest Disptch, as I am a young 
man, & have not as yet settled so large a Trade. My Busi- 
ness will pretty much depend on having my Goods in sea- 
son; good patterns and good Quality, which will I hope 
enable me to make good pay. 

" I have desired David Potts, a young man of my ac- 
quaintance in this city to settle an account with Charles 
Ford of Manchester, with whom I used to deal, & to whom 
I have remitted as much as I think will discharge my Debt, 
but in case it should not be quite sufficient, I have desired 
him to call on thee for the Remainder w oh I hope thou will 
pay & Excuse this Freedom as it would be almost Impossible 
for me to get a Bill for the exact Ballance. 

" David Potts is esteemed among us as a very worthy 
young man, of a Family of great Fortune, if he should have 
occasion for any services of thine, I hope thou will kindly 
render 'em which will further oblige & be deem'd as confer'd 
on thy Frd. . . . 

"lam w lh great Respect thy Frd. 

" S. Rhoads jtjn k ." 

" Philad* 4 th May 1764. 
" Esteemed Friends 

"Keate Pigou & Booth 
" My last was dated 11 th April covering Bills for £450 f. 
packet, since which none of your Favours. . . . 

" The scarcity of Money added to the Probability of 
having no more Paper Currency made here, Renders Trade 
very dull as well as very precarious. Have therefore con- 
tracted my Fall order, which I have enclos'd, & have to 
desire you'd send 'em by the first vessel giving the Prefer- 
ance to the Hanover Packet should she sail first but not 
otherways. 

" If Jemmy Logan should call on you for a small Ballance, 
please to pay him. 

"lam with great Respect your Frd 

" Samuel Rhoads jtjn b ." 
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" Philada 22 n4 June 1764. 

" Esteemed Frds 

" Neate Pigou & Booth 
"... In sending the Goods contain'd in my last order 
for the Fall, & a small order now enclos'd, I Request, (if my 
little Business is at all worth your Notice), that I may be 
able to sell 'em on the same Terms as others do, who I know 
makes but the same kind of pay with myself. I need not 
say much of future Dealings, because I fear that all our 
Trade with you must come to an End, for nothing can be 
more certain than its Intirely ceasing if your Legislature 
will carry into Execution those Resolves formed by the 
Committee of the whole House of Commons. If you will 
deprive us of all Medium of Trade among ourselves, we 
shall not be able to export Provisions &c. in the same 
Degree as formerly, & if we are not on any Terms allow'd 
a Trade to get Money from abroad, we shall have none to 
pay you for Goods, & then unless you will send them Gratis 
our Dealings must end. . . . 

" I conclude your Friend 

" Samuel Rhoads, Jun r ." 

" Philadelphia, 20 th Octob' 1764. 
" Esteemed Frds 

" Neate Pigotj & Booth 

" Since my last I am favour'd with yours ^ the King of 
Prussia & Hanover Packet covering Invoices for sundry 
Goods which are come safe to hand, & your Dispatch in 
sending them so quick is hereby acknowledged w th Gratitude. 

" Shou'd have been glad if this Remittance had been 
larger, but must assure you, that the late Acts of Parliament 
for restraining our Trade, & the Medium of it — our Paper 
Currency, & the Prospect of further Impositions damps the 
Spirits of our Customers — that they now handle English 
Goods with fearful apprehensions, least the Means of 
making Paying shou'd be utterly out of their Power. 

" Our Mother Country has long rec d in Trade the whole 
sum of our Cash, & if she should Persist in the Scheme of 
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Taxes, we hope her Merchants will satisfy the authors of 
that Scheme that besides the Inglorious act of enslaving us 
they will ruin the English Trade in America. I am, 

" With respect &c 

" Samuel Ehoads Jun k ." 



" Philada 10 th October 1765. 
" Esteemed Fbds 

"Neate Pigou & Booth 

" This serves to Inclose you John Powell's Draft on M r 
Thomas Law, Merch' in London, for £140 St g , as likewise 
Elias Bland's Draft on Tho 8 Mann in London for £60 St«, 
and Brian Philpot's Draft on Messrs. Mildred & Roberts in 
London for £22.10 St g , which I hope will be duly hon- 
oured. ... 

" "We have reed the Chaise & Return you many Thanks 
for your Care, have not yet had time to examine it, but make 
no doubt we shall fault nothing but the great Price — shall 
when examined let you know if anything be wanting. 

" Please to observe that Elias Bland's Draft is intended 
to discharge the account of the Chaise, which with the 
money paid you by my Frd Franklin, 1 will be I believe more 
than sufficient. I am with Respect your assured Frd 

" Sam l Rhoads, Jr." 

1 This " Friend Franklin" may mean Benjamin Franklin, who was an 
intimate friend and correspondent of his father, but more probably refers 
to his brother-in-law, Thomas Franklin, who was the son of Thomas and 
Mary (Pearsall) Franklin, of New York, and was born March 22, 1734. 
He married, February 15, 1764, Mary, daughter of Samuel Rhoads the 
elder. Their children were, — 

1. Ann Paschall F., born 1769, who married Israel Pemberton Pleas- 
ants, and left numerous descendants. 

2. Walter F., born in New York in 1773. During his minority his 
father removed to Philadelphia. He studied law, and was admitted to 
the bar in April, 1794. In 1809 he was appointed attorney-general of 
Pennsylvania; in 1811 appointed president judge of the Courts of Com- 
mon Pleas of the second judicial district of Pennsylvania, which then 
comprised the counties of Lancaster, York, and Dauphin. He married 
first, in 1797, Sarah Howell, of Tacony, who died in 1798, and second, 
July 13, 1802, Anne, daughter of James Emlen. He removed to Lan- 
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" Philad^ 1 st March 1766. 
" Esteemed Frds 

" Richead Weave & Son 
" I was in hopes by this Oppertunity of Remitting you 
something handsome, but such is the Confusion of the 
Times owing to the Stamp Act, & other Restrictions, as to 
render it impossible, must therefore beg Indulgence for a 
little longer time, hoping a Repeal or Suspension of the 
Stamp Act will give a more favourable turn to our affairs, 
for in our present Situation we can recover no outstanding 
Debts by a course of Law, neither can we obtain any satis- 
factory Security, but hope very shortly to Remit to your full 
satisfaction. 

" I am with esteem your Friend 

" Sam l Rhoads jun r ." 



" Philad* June 15 th 1770. 
" Esteemed Frds 

" David & John Barclay 
" I Rec d your fav r of 6 th of March acquainting me of the 
late Impositions on Trade being in part removed, which 
would have been matter of sincere joy to me, as well as to 
my fellow-citizens had the Repeal been total. 

" The Harmony which ought to subsist between the Col- 
onys & Mother country will not be perfectly restored till 
there is such a Repeal. From the late Resolves of our mer- 
chants, I find we shall have no Goods this season, and it is 
uncertain when. Have notwithstanding, Inclosed my order, 
again requesting that shou'd the Acts be repealed, that they 
may be shipp'd agreeable to the Inclosed, in doing which 
you will oblige 

" Your Friend, 

" Sam l Rhoads jun b ." 

caster, and died about the year 1836. He was the grandfather of our 
present townsman, Dr. Walter F. Atlee. 

3. Samuel F., born in 1776, who married, in 1796, Sarah Symonds, 
and was the grandfather of Major-General William Buel Franklin, of 
Hartford, Conn., and of Eear- Admiral ^Samuel Ehoads Franklin, of 
Washington, D.C. 
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" Philad* October 11 th 1770. 
" Esteemed Friends 

" David & John Barclay 
" As our People are now disposed to Indulge us in Im- 
porting for the Spring, (the Impositions on Trade being in 
part removed), have inclosed you my order, requesting the 
favour of having them ship'd by the first Oppt 7 , fully In- 
sured, hoping the Duty on Tea will be taken off this Winter, 
& Harmony restored between the mother Country & her 
Colonys, that Trade may be revived to our mutual Benefit, 
" Subscribe myself Your Friend 

" Samuel Rhoads jun r ." 

" Philad* April 30 th 1772. 
" Esteemed Friends 

" David & John Barclay 
" This may serve to inform you that the Goods shipp'd on 
my ace' to my Father Pemberton, I have rec d , & expect he 
will fully satisfy you for the delivery thereof. A Remit- 
tance was intended to have accompany'd this Letter, but the 
disagreeable News of the Death of his son Charles was rec d 
this morning from the Island of Barbadoes, where he had 
gone for the recovery of his health, which prevents his or 
my attending to it, but rest assured, by Falconer or Young, 
who sails shortly, shall write more fully. 
" I am, with Esteem 

" Your Friend 

" Sam l Rhoads jun e ." 



